January 15%, 2022 - (full sermon notes)

“Simeon and Anna Testify About Jesus”
Luke 2:25-38

Last week we studied Luke 2:22-24, where we learned how Mary and Joseph had
brought Jesus to the temple to pay the required five-shekel redemption price for Jesus
and to dedicate Him to God, since he was their first born son. They had also come to
offer the proper sacrifice since Mary’s 40 days of purification was completed, i.e., it had
been 40 days since Jesus’ birth.

Read Luke 2:25-32... Simeon is not spoken of anywhere else in the Scriptures, only
here; but we know that his name means "God has heard.” We are told that Simeon, a
righteous and devout man, has come to the temple, led by the Spirit of God, in order to
see the consolation of Israel [the One who would console and bring comfort to Israel =
the Messiah, God’s Son, Savior and Lord].

Simeon who was elderly, is told that he would not die until He sees the Messiah, the
Savior, the One who would fulfill the Abrahamic and David covenants given to Israel.
Jeremiah 29:11-13, "For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans
for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon
Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when
you search for Me with all your heart.””

Jeremiah 31:31-34, “'Behold, days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant
which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,’
declares the Lord. *‘>>>>>>>>>>

"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,’
declares the Lord, 'I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will
be their God, and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, Know the Lord, for they will all know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the Lord, ‘or I will forgive their
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.””

Hebrews 10:10, "We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.” 14-18, "For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who
are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 'This is the
covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws
upon their heart, and on their mind I will write them,’ He then says, 'And their sins and
their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” Now where there is forgiveness of these
things, there is no longer any offering for sin.”

In Jesus’ first synagogue appearance in Nazareth (cf. Luke 4:16-19) He stood up and
read from Isaiah 11:1-2, which is a Messianic passage that foretells the fulfillment of the
Messiah’s coming, saying, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to
preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and
recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the
favorable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn.”
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When Simeon came into the temple and saw Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus,
moved by the Spirit of God, he knew Jesus was (cf. Luke 2:25-26) “the consolation of
Israel,” “the Lord’s Christ”[Messiah].

Taking Jesus into his arms he proclaims that he has now seen the fulfillment of God's
Salvation [Immanuel]l who has come to earth, Simeon could now die in peace (cf. Luke
2:29-30).

Read Luke 2:33-35... Joseph and Mary are amazed at Simeon’s words, especially
considering all that has happened prior to this meeting at the temple.

Joseph and Mary had been personally selected by God, to care for His Son. God'’s
angel had independently told Mary, and also Joseph, that Mary was to conceive and give
birth to God’s Son, and Joseph was to take Mary as his wife, and to raise God’s Son, as
his very own.

Mary was in her ninth month of pregnancy when they traveled from Nazareth to
Bethlehem (4-day journey) to register in a census, in the hometown of their ancestors.

In Bethlehem they find no suitable lodging and are forced to shelter at a place where
animals are feed, when the time came for Jesus to be born. Some shepherds soon show
up with a fantastic story of how they were watching over their sheep when an angel of
God proclaimed to them that the Savior, who is Christ the Lord, had been born in
Bethlehem, and they were to go find and worship Him.

The shepherds return to their sheep, telling everyone they see what has
happened, that the Savior, who is Christ the Lord has been born, and God’s peace has
now come to all those who will believe in Him.

Eight days after Christ’s birth, Mary and Joseph have Him circumcised and
give Him the name Jesus [God’s Salvation], as they were told to do. According to the
Law, they paid five-shekels to redeem Jesus, and made the appropriate sacrifice
(Leviticus 12:8) so that, "the priest shall make atonement for her, and she will be
clean.”

About 40 days after Jesus had been born, with everything else that had happened,
Mary is now being told by Simeon that her son is (Luke 2:32), "A Light of revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.” (34-35) "Behold, this Child is appointed
for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— and a sword will
pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

Wow! Simeon (cf. Luke 2:34) prophecies that many Gentiles will come to be
saved through their belief in God’s Son, and many Jews will stumble over Him, rejecting
Him, bringing judgement upon themselves.
1Corinthians 1:21-24, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did
not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles
foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God.”
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Ephesians 2 11-22, "Remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are
called 'Uncircumcision” by the so-called 'Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by
human hands— remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from
the common-wealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off [non-
Jews] have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who
made both groups [Jews and non-Jews] into one and broke down the barrier of the
dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments
contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man,
thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the
cross, by it having put to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who
were far away, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have our
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in
whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,
in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.”

Galatians 3:26-29, "For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for
you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's
descendants, heirs according to promise.”

Most of Israel would reject Mary’s Son, opposing Him to the point of crying out for
Him to be crucified (Luke 2:35a), “and a sword will pierce even your own soul.”  How
painful it would be for Mary when Jesus began to distance Himself from her, in order to
fulfill the purpose of His coming.

Matthew 12:48-50 (Jesus was speaking to the crowds when someone told Him that His
mother and brothers had come to see Him, and He responded) "Who is My mother and
who are My brothers?’ And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, 'Behold
My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he
is My brother and sister and mother.”

Mary would witness most of the Jewish world turn against her beloved Son, rejecting
the very Salvation He provided (Luke 2:35b), “to the end that thoughts from many
hearts may be revealed.”

In John 19:25-30, it is recorded that Mary was standing by the cross when Jesus
said, “It is finished!” Then He bowed His head and gave up His spirit..
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Early in the Gospel of John we learn the reason for Christ coming into the world; but
also, that most people will reject Him (John 3:16-19), "For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the
world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged,; he who does
not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God. This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and
men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”

Read Luke 2:36-38... Just as Simeon finishes giving testimony about Jesus as the
Messiah, Anna, a woman in her 80’s, from the tribe of Asher, comes up to Mary, Joseph,
and Jesus; and she begins giving thanks to God for Jesus, the Savior. We are told that
she continued to speak to all those "who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.”

It is possible that Simeon and Anna knew each other, for Simeon, being a righteous
man, frequently came to the temple; and we are told that Anna most likely lived in the
temple complex (there were rooms in the outer courts, where priests stayed while
fulfilling their two weeks of annual service in the temple); Anna may have been allowed to
stay in one of these rooms, since she was a godly elderly widowed woman who served at
the temple day and night with “fasting and prayers.”

At the moment Anna came up to Mary, Joseph, Jesus, and Simeon, she began to give
thanks to God for baby Jesus. All her years of fasting and praying at the temple gave way
to an outburst of praise, which she continued to proclaim to everyone who was waiting for
God’s Salvation to come, through Whom the Abrahamic, Davidic, and Final Covenant
(through the death and resurrection of this Child), was made effectual
(cf. Hebrews 1:1-3).

Both Simeon and Anna testified that Jesus was indeed God's Son, the Savior. How
about you? Do you believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and eternal
life? Are you proclaiming the marvelous message of God to others, like Simeon and Anna
did at the temple? If not, why not? Eyewitnesses give testimony and history confirms all
this to be true (Romans 3:10-12, 23; 5:8; 6:23; 8:1;10:9-10, 13) Everyone is guilty
of sin, but anyone who asks God to forgive their sin, believing in Jesus Christ as their
Savior and Lord, will be saved.

Dastor Mibe Hale
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